
HONORS ENGLISH I 
MISS BIANCA DE MARCO 

bdemarco@aguafria.org 
Office Hours (A19): 

M, T, Th, F 11:10--11:40 

 

(623) 932-7500 

ext. 3125 

 

COURSE GOALS: MATERIALS: 

 

Hello and welcome to Honors English I! This course is designed to be 

an introduction to literature and will set the foundation for higher-

level English classes. Throughout the course, you will be given 

opportunities to read, write, and discuss your unique ideas in order 

to answer some overarching, essential questions. It is my goal for you 

that by the end of this course you will be able to do the following: 

 Think critically about a variety of topics and questions. 

 Respond to literature in a variety of ways, including through 

writing, technology, art, and presentation. 

 Participate in and lead effective discussions about a variety 

of topics. 

 Analyze a variety of texts and apply this knowledge to 

alternative problems or scenarios.  

 Make connections between literary themes and real-world 

issues. 

 Synthesize information from a variety of sources into one 

original thesis/idea. 

 Evaluate the purpose and integrity of a variety of texts. 
 

For detailed information about class assignments, events, and due 

dates, please visit my website at https://love4teaching.wixsite.com/website. 

 

 

(bring to class every day!) 
 College-ruled, 100 pg. 

spiral notebook 

 Loose-leaf paper 

 Writing utensil 

 Chromebook 

 Chromebook charger** 

 

GRADING SCALE: 

 
100%-90% = A 

89%-80% = B 

79%-70% = C 

69%-60% = D 

59% < = F 
 
* I do NOT round grades except in cases 

where the student’s attitude and effort 

merit it, according to MY discretion. 

 

ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING BREAKDOWN: 

 

 READING: This includes selections from fiction and non- 

fiction texts. You will be held responsible for a variety  

of notes, discussions, quizzes, and more, so make sure  

you are doing the reading! 
 

 WRITING: In this class, you will be writing a variety  

of informal responses and formal essays.  

See rubrics for more info. 
 

 SPEAKING/LISTENING: This includes small group  

discussions, presentations, Socratic Seminars, read- 

alouds, engagement/participation, and more. 
 

 LANGUAGE: This category deals with notes and  

practice for vocabulary and grammar skills.  
 

 BENCHMARKS: At the end of each quarter, you will  

complete a multiple choice exam to determine your  

mastery of all target skills.  
 

 MIDTERM: At the end of the semester you will also take a  

cumulative reading exam.  
 

 FINAL (EOCA): During second semester the Midterm will be replaced with a final (EOCA) which will 

be worth 20% of the grade.  

Reading, 
30%

Writing
30%

Speaking/ 
Listening

15%

Language
10%

Benchmarks
5%

MTE
10%
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PROCEDURES AND POLICIES: 

 

 

TARDY POLICY: You are expected to be in class on time. If you come in late without a pass, you will be sent 

to sweep. [3 strikes = a detention; 6 strikes = Saturday school] 

BELL WORK: When the bell rings, you should be in your seat, working on the bell work. If you need 

materials from the side table, you should get them during this time. 

 

BATHROOM POLICY:  
 Each semester you will receive six bathroom passes. To use the restroom, hand me a pass and then 

take the red pass from the wall.  

 You should not go 10 minutes after the start or before the end of class. Please do not go in the 

middle of instruction or lecture.  

 At the end of the semester, any unused bathroom passes are worth extra credit!  

 

ELECTRONICS POLICY:  
 All cell phone use is prohibited unless given explicit permission by the teacher. Any cell phone use 

will be an automatic detention.  

 You may charge your cell phone at the charging station (at the front of the room), but you are 

required to leave it there all period. Please plug it in during bell work. 

 Desert Edge High School does NOT allow headphones at any time.  

 
 

FOOD AND DRINKS: no food or drinks except bottled water.    

 

CHROMEBOOKS: it is your responsibility to bring your Chromebook and have it charged every day! 

It is essential for all school work!  

 

LATE WORK: Late work will only be eligible for half credit. Exceptions will be made on a case-by-case 

basis. Late work should be submitted to the “Late/Absent” Basket.  
 

 

ABSENT WORK:  
 YOU are responsible for finding out what you missed if you are absent. See the folder on the 

materials table and check the calendar (online or at the front bulletin board) to get your missed 

work.  

 You will have one extra day for every day that you were out to make up the work for full 

credit.  

 When you submit your absent work you will need to get and “Absent Assignment” pass, fill it out, 

and staple it to the top of your work. Then turn it into the “Late/Absent” basket. Assignments that 

do not have this pass will be assumed late.   

 MISSING PROJECTS/PRESENTATIONS: If you miss school on a presentation day, it does NOT excuse 

you from the presentation. You should make arrangements to make it up within 2 days of your 

absence. Essays or projects will be due on time whether you are present or not. Late projects may 

have the grade reduced by 5% for each day the work is late. 

 

DO OVERS: any assignment can be redone for more points if you attend Academic Overtime and 

demonstrate a dedication to learning the content/skill. In other words, do-overs are not just a guessing game, 

and you must conference with me and attend tutoring to be eligible for more points. Submit re-do’s to the 

“Redone Work” basket.  

Make-up work is graded on Thursdays. The cut off for make-up work is the end of the quarter. 

 

ACADEMIC OVERTIME: Grades are posted every Friday morning.   

 If you are receiving a 69% or lower, you will be required to attend academic overtime 

during my office hours. Academic overtime will begin the following Monday and continue until you 

get your grade up.  

 If you fail to attend academic overtime, you will be subject to the consequences listed in the school 

handbook, including but not limited to detention, SIP, and Saturday school.  

 Your AO schedule will be in your email every Monday morning.  

 My office hours are the FIRST HALF of Power Hour. 

 



TECHNOLOGY EXPECTATIONS: 

Desert Edge is pleased to be able to offer every student an individual Chromebook to use 

in class and at home in order to complete their school work. This is part of our emphasis 

on 21st century learning and technological literacy. Please read the following technology 

expectations carefully. Your signature at the bottom of this syllabus indicates your 

recognition of, and agreement to, these expectations.  

1 
Students will use the computers/technology as instructed to do so by the teacher. Students 

are permitted to use the device at home. Students are responsible for bringing it to school 

every day, fully charged. 

2 

Problems with technology are not an acceptable excuse for late submission of 

student assignments. Students MUST assume that technology will fail at some point. 

Students cannot and should not assume that everything will go smoothly when it comes to 

the internet, e-learning course management tools, and computers. It is incumbent upon 

students to PLAN AHEAD and not leave their projects/assignments for the last possible 

moment 

3 
Students will secure the device when it is out of their sight. The device should not be left in 

an unlocked locker, a desk, or other location where someone else might take it. Students 

will be responsible for replacement cost of the device. 

4 
Students will treat the computers/technology with respect. Do not write or draw on 

the device or apply any stickers or labels. Handle the device carefully and ensure others do 

the same. Students will keep device out of places with extreme temperature or limited 

ventilation (e.g., in a car) for an extended period of time. 

5 
No Right to Privacy. The devices are District property; therefore, the District may 

examine the devices and search their contents at any time for any reason. Neither students 

nor parents/guardians have any right to privacy of any data saved on the device or in a 

cloud-based account to which the device connects 

 

*Info in this syllabus may change at any time at the discretion of the instructor. Any changes will be announced in class.  

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: 
CLASSROOM RULES  

AND CONSEQUENCES: 

DESERT EDGE 

SCHOOL-WIDE RULES: 

Plagiarism is not acceptable on any 

level. Any students attempting to 

turn in work that is not 100% theirs 

will receive a zero on the 

assignment. This includes copying 

work from another student, cutting 

and pasting from the internet, and 

taking credit for work you did not 

complete. Students will NOT have 

the opportunity to make up that 

grade. Other consequences that 

may occur are outlined in the 

student handbook.  

 

1. Be respectful 

2. Come prepared and participate in 

class 

3. Use technology Appropriately 

1.  

 First Offense: Verbal warning 

 Second Offense: Stay after class 

 Third Offence: Detention  

 Fourth Offence: Phone Call Home 

 Fifth Offense: Referral (SIP) 

 Sixth offense: to be determined by 

conference with principal and 

parents. 

   
*offenses do NOT start over each day 

 

1. No Food and Drink in 

Classrooms (except during 

Power Hour). 

2. No Cell Phones/Electronic 

Devices unless given 

permissions by the teacher. 

3. No Earbuds 

4. No Hats in the Building 

(including during passing 

period) 

 



WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN HONORS AND REGULAR? 

 Not necessarily more work, but different work 

 Not harder, but higher expectations 

 Emphasis on independence and creativity 

 Higher accountability 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HONORS ENGLISH I CONTRACT 

Dear Students and Parents,  

Please sign below to indicate that you have read the syllabus and the technology 
expectations, and that you understand what will be expected of you this year. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me: my e-mail is bdemarco@aguafria.org.  I 
look forward to getting to know you and working with all of you this year! 

-Miss Bianca De Marco 
 

STUDENTS: 

I have read the above rules and procedures and agree to be held accountable for them. I also recognize 

that failing to follow class rules and procedures will result in the listed consequences. 

 

Student Name (Print): __________________________________________________________ 

 

Signature: _______________________________________________   Date: ______________ 

 
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN 
I acknowledge that my student is aware of the class rules/procedures and is subject to the listed 

consequences if he/she does not comply. 

 

Parent Name (Print): ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Signature: _________________________________________________   Date: ______________ 

 

 

PARENT CONTACT INFORMATION 
Please provide an email and a phone number where I can reach you in case I have information or 

questions about your student.  

It is much easier for me to collect and view this information online, so please take the time to fill out 

this information by either typing in the link OR scanning the QR code below.  

This form will also give you the opportunity to tell me about your student if you choose, but it is not 

required.  

 

Link (case sensitive) Scan the QR code 

 

 

http://bit.ly/2tEPXYR 

 

 
 

 

 

http://bit.ly/2tEPXYR


FILM PERMISSION  

Throughout the semester, our class may view parts of or full-length versions of the following films:  

 Percey Jackson (PG13) 

 Moana (PG) 

 Romeo + Juliet (2013) (PG13)  

 a variety of short films.  

Showing films can help students get a better understanding of class texts and lets them see the 

plots/themes in varying contexts. All films will have corresponding assignments and expectations. If you 

prefer that your student not watch any of these films, they will be given an alternative assignment that is 

related to the target skills.  

Each of these films has a rating higher than G, but I have previewed them and determined that they are 

appropriate for this class and grade level. If you have any questions or concerns, you may contact me at 

bdemarco@aguafria.org.  

 

Please fill out one portion of this sheet (A, B, or C) according to your 

preference for your student: 

 

A 

I give permission for my student to view ALL of the supplementary films listed above. 

 

 

Parent Signature: ________________________________________       

 

Date: ____________________ 

B 

 

I am only comfortable with my student viewing SOME of the supplementary films. 

Please initial next to the films that you would be comfortable with. I will be happy to provide 

an alternative assignment for your student on the necessary days.  

 

 

_____ Moana (PG)          ______ Percy Jackson (PG13)         ______ Romeo + Juliet (PG13) 

 

 

C 

 

I am NOT COMFORTABE with my student viewing ANY of the films and 

would prefer that they be given an alternative assignment.  

 

 

Parent Signature: ________________________________________       

 

Date: ____________________ 
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